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Letter from the Director
“Progress in our Parks” is defined many ways: adding new attractions, adding more miles of
trails, expanding and attracting visitors to popular festivals, and continually updating and renovating our local parks.
Progress is also defined as achieving a measure of excellence. In 2018, Shawnee County Parks
+ Recreation earned accreditation by the Council on Accreditation of
Park and Recreation Agencies, a distinction held by fewer than 2 percent of park and recreation
agencies nationally.
CAPRA accreditation is a valuable measure of an agency’s overall operation, management and
service to the community. It demonstrates that an agency is in compliance with national standards of excellence – 151 of them -- and is delivering the best services to the community. In
short, going through the process of accreditation has made us a stronger department and one
that is better positioned to serve the public.
In this annual report, you will read about the opening of the Lake Shawnee Adventure Cove,
the new Gage Park Fitness Loop trail, the renovation of the Dick and Dotty Hanger Family Fishing Pond formerly known as Lake
Shawnee, Jr. and renovations to our local parks. You’ll see how our popular festivals such as Tulip Time and Apple Festival continue to grow and draw local residents as well as outside visitors.
We’re gaining national notice as well. Trip Advisor named Topeka one of the 25 Best Weekend Getaways with Kids based largely
on our parks. Our parks hosted 16 locations as Shawnee County/Topeka staged the nation’s 7th largest National Night Out Event.
I have stated many times that Shawnee County Parks + Recreation is a “quality of life” department. Our contributions are critical
to our community’s effort to attract and retain young people and families. People want to live in communities where there are
quality and plentiful parks and trails. Our parks are the places where memories are made and the progress we make translates
into even more memories.
Respectfully,

John E. Knight
Director

“Shawnee County Parks + Recreation is the largest contributor to
quality of life in our community.”
– Shawnee County Commissioner Bob Archer

Highlights – Hillcrest Park upgrades highlight improvements
One of Shawnee County’s classic community parks received major upgrades in 2018. Hillcrest Community Park now boasts the
area’s first outdoor fitness equipment, an upgraded swimming pool, new playground equipment, new
security lighting, new LED lighting in the gym and the community’s first Futsal court.
On March 24, County Commissioner Kevin Cook, Yvonne May of the Central
Highland Park Neighborhood Association and SCP+R Director John Knight
spoke at the introduction of the Fitness Zone in Hillcrest Community Park. The
area features a circuit of equipment, some of which is accessible to wheelchair
users. Some equipment uses the patron’s own body weight for resistance while
other pieces feature weighted resistance manageable for most anyone. It is the
first outdoor fitness equipment installed in Shawnee County. The Central Highland Park Neighborhood Association led the effort by securing a grant toward the
purchase of the equipment.

Hillcrest pool was once Topeka’s original aquatic center. After years of
use, the facility received a much-needed upgrade including the addition
of a sound system, shade structures that will provide an additional 40 feet
of shade, new benches, a canoe slide to replace the old frog slide and a
new Aqua Zip’n feature that replaces the old tube slide. The building has
a new pump house and chemical room, new concrete entryway and new
doors all around.

Other park improvements include a new playground structure and safety surface, new security lighting in the parking lot and new LED lighting in the gym.
Public input has been taken and architectural renderings are being drawn of
potential renovation and new features for Hillcrest Community Center.

Another first is the community’s first Futsal Court. Seldom used
tennis courts were resurfaced and soccer goals were added. Even
before the official soccer goals were installed, Futsal enthusiasts
were bringing in their own makeshift goals to enjoy their sport.

“Hillcrest Community Park is an important part of our Shawnee County Community. One only has
to look at how much the neighborhood cares about this park. I hope that everyone enjoys these
improvements.” – County Commissioner Kevin Cook

Highlights – Local parks see improvements

Clarion Woods Park led a list of parks benefitting from improvements in 2018.
Brush was cleared and large rocks were added to improve fishing access and
stabilize the banks of the fishing pond. The pond itself was dredged and a new
drainage tube was installed in the spillway to improve drainage after heavy rains.

Neighborhood Parks including McKinley Park, Betty Phillips Park, Little Oakland Park and Giles Park received upgrades. The most notable was McKinley
Park which acquired new land to the west of the park through the efforts of the
neighborhood association. The park now has new sidewalks, new swing sets,
a basketball court, a playground structure and new signage. A tot structure will
be installed in 2019.

Betty Phillips Park has a new basketball court along with new picnic
tables and trash cans. Through the efforts of Momentum 2022 and multiple
partners including ArtsConnect, Hi-Crest NIA, FHLBank, Spectrum Paints, and
SCP+R, the basketball court also has a mural painted by local artists O’Shara
Meesha, and Robert Bustamante with the input of youth artists.

Little Oakland Park has a new basketball court and will have new picnic tables,
benches, a grill and trash cans in time for the warm weather season in 2019.
Giles Park has new sidewalks and a picnic table and structure. Oakland-Billard
Park and Central Park have pads poured for new picnic tables as well.

$1.3 million earmarked for park improvements in 2019
Shawnee County Parks + Recreation has announced plans for $1.3 million in park improvements to 18 parks in 2019
thanks to an infusion of $3 million in deferred maintenance funds provided by Shawnee County from unspent funds at the
end of the fiscal year. SCP+R’s Master Plan calls for updating five to eight parks per year. With the additional deferred
maintenance funds, SCP+R will target 10 to 12 parks per year. 2019 parks include:
Aaron Douglas Art Park • Austin Park • Bentley Park • Betty Dunn Park • Clarion Woods Park
Collins Park • Eastborough Park • Eastgate Park • Hughes Park • Huntoon Park • Lindbloom Park
Major Palm Park • Matthews Park • Meadowood Park • Potwin Circles • Robinson Park
Terra Heights Park • Willow Park

Gage Park Fitness Loop Trail provides new wellness opportunity
Shawnee County’s two regional destination parks now both have
perimeter trails as the Gage Park Fitness Loop Trail was dedicated with an
Oct. 9 ribbon cutting. The trail now serves visitors to the park, surrounding
neighborhoods and employees of nearby businesses who want to walk
during their lunch hour or before or after work.
Gage Park is the community’s gathering place bringing people
together to visit the Topeka Zoo, ride the mini-train or carousel, play at
Animaland or the playground, stroll the Reinisch Rose Garden, swim at
Blaisdell Family Aquatic Center or take in the Kansas Children’s Discovery
Center or a show at Helen Hocker Theater. Now, park patrons can add a
two-mile fitness walk to their park visit.
The very construction of the trail says community as city, county state and
federal governments as well as a private foundation each had a hand it its
construction. The City of Topeka created the east and south sides of the
trail as part of road construction projects on Gage Boulevard and SW 10th
Street. The Sunflower Foundation then stepped forward in its role as a catalyst for improving the health of Kansans by providing a matching grant to
create the west side of the trail. Matching funding along with the remainder
needed for the north side of the trail came from a recreation and trails grant
issued by the Federal Highway Administration and administered by the
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism.
In addition to providing a wellness opportunity, the trail solves a
long-standing safety concern.
“Particularly important about this trail is that it creates a safe, scenic path
for use by the walkers that already walk the park,” said John Knight,
Shawnee County Parks + Recreation director. “These patrons will no longer
have to share a road with vehicular traffic but now have a beautiful, scenic
trail to use.”
Linda Craghead, KDWPT interim director, noted that trails not only encourage healthy behavior, but help Kansas retain population,
especially young people.
Calling trails, “… our state’s front porch,” Craghead said, “Trails
enable residents to get out and connect with the green space, the fresh air
and each other.”

“Trails enable residents to get out and connect with the green space, the fresh air and each other.”
– Linda Craghead, KDWPT interim director

Lake Shawnee Adventure Cove adds new attraction
When Shawnee County Parks + Recreation closed the Lake Shawnee
Swim Beach in 2017 due to aged and deteriorating water slides and
pumping equipment, county commissioners challenged the department
to rebrand and reopen the beach as a new attraction. Phase I of the Lake
Shawnee Adventure Cove opened July 26 to a steady stream of patrons of
all ages.

The Adventure
Cove not only
added a fleet of
new paddle boats,
it brought back
the once popular
and often requested canoe and kayak rentals along with water trikes and
paddle boards to the lake. Themed paddle boats range from a dragon to
a duck, swan and flamingo along with four-passenger Mark Twain boats.
There are also traditional paddle boats.
The Adventure Cove also follows SCP+R’s Master Plan by adding a new
attraction to the lake and consolidating two amenities – the former Lake
Shawnee Marina and Swim Beach – for more cost-efficient operation,
freeing up funds to be spent elsewhere in the park system. The Adventure
Cove takes in considerably more money than the former marina and has plans for expansion.

SCP+R Advisory Board member Jim Martin researched and developed the concept of a Lake Shawnee Family Adventure Park. His
online survey and a survey of local school students yielded 1,624
responses indicating that both groups shared the same half-dozen
preferred amenities ranging from a floating playground to zip lines,
family aerial courses and various water craft.
After the installation of a new water pump, the beach will reopen to
swimming in 2019. Additional features will be added in future years.

Dick and Dottie Hanger Family Fishing Pond dedicated
Hanger Family Fishing Pond ceremony honors legacy of giving
“Many memories are created in our parks and recreation system,” said
John Knight, Shawnee County Parks + Recreation director. “This fishing pond holds many of those memories thanks to the generosity of the
Dick and Dotty Hanger family and their concern for preserving nature
and providing a place for today and tomorrow’s youth to enjoy nature.”
On Oct. 29, the renovated Lake Shawnee Jr. was rededicated as the
Hanger Family Fishing Pond in honor of the former county
commissioner and his wife who are part of a legacy of donors who
have helped develop a nature preserve on the west side of Lake
Shawnee. Many do not realize that Ted Ensley Gardens encompasses not only the well-known 9.5-acre garden area, but the arboretum
across the street and the Hanger Family Nature Preserve to the south.
“The gardens and the arboretum have brought beauty and education
to this area,” said Kevin Cook, Shawnee County commissioner. “But, in
today’s tech-oriented world, what may be most important of all is
preserving our natural environment so that our youth may experience
and enjoy nature hands-on in an area developed just for this purpose.”
An endowment started to create the Dick and Dotty Hanger Family
enabled the Parks For All Foundation to provide more than half of the
$421,500 cost of renovating the popular fishing pond.
“This fishing pond is where memories are made between
grandparents and grandchildren and eventually those
grandchildren’s grandchildren,” said Jared Holroyd, chairman of the
Foundation. ”In keeping with Dick and Dotty Hanger’s intent, this is
where many young people first learn how to fish.”
Just before a ceremonial ribbon was cut, Holroyd announced that the
fishing pond would henceforth be known as the Hanger Family Fishing
Pond.
Under the renovation project, the pond was drained with decorative
concrete blocks added to stabilize the eroding shoreline. An ADA
accessible path was added around the pond and a waterfall feature
was installed on the north side.
The Foundation’s mission is, “To enhance the park and recreation
experience in Shawnee County through charitable contributions of time
and resources.”
Efforts to raise funds for the project continue.
“We invite everyone interested in preserving nature and experiences
for today and tomorrow’s youth to contact the Parks For All Foundation
at 785-251-6885,” said Holroyd.

“We invite everyone interested in preserving nature and nature experiences for today and tomorrow’s youth to contact the Parks for All Foundation at 785-251-6885.” – Jared Holroyd, Foundation Chairman

Events draw tens of thousands
Tulip Time
The late winter didn’t dampen tulip lovers’ desire to visit the annual festival which draws from more than 60 Kansas cities, a
handful of states and even foreign countries. While witner delayed the blooming of the tulips in 2018, social media updates
alerted patrons as to when the tulips were in bloom and which weekend was best for viewing. Thousands came to view the beds
of 100,000 multi-colored tulips and attend two annual special events that a part of Tulip Time.
Tulip Time got its start in the home gardens of Jerold Binkley who desired a community-wide event. Mr. Binley passed away in
2018 leaving Tulip Time as a visible part of his rich legacy in Topeka, Kan.

Tulip Time Festival at the Lake
Tulip Time Festival at the Lake at Ted Ensley Gardens took place for a fourth year with food trucks, live entertainment including
the Topeka High Drum Line and Southwind Strings, food trucks and vendors. Patrons from multiple cities turned out despite a
cool, drizzly day.

Tulips at Twilight
Photographs of the lighted displays at Tulips at Twilight at Old Prairie Town and Ward-Meade Botanical Garden went viral in 2017,
prompting staff and volunteers to extend the event to two full weeks in 2018. Despite the weather, 8,000 patrons braved the cold
to see more than 30 fantastic lighted displays crafted by talented staff and volunteers.

Festivals draw tens of thousands
Spirit of Kansas
One of the best Topeka Blues Festivals to date highlighted the daytime fun at the Spirit of Kansas 4th of July celebration at Lake Shawnee. A car show, vendors and food trucks and an evening water ski show kept patrons entertained until the event culminated with the Capitol Federal fireworks display set to patriotic music. More than 43,000 watched the fireworks display.

Apple Festival
For the first time in more than a dozen years, the weather failed to cooperate on the weekend of Apple Festival. Despite two solid
days of rain, the fall classic event still went on with live entertainment from the Wheatstock music festival, pioneer demonstrations,
a quilt show, petting zoo, food including numerous apple based treats and vendors all protected by tents.

National Night Out ranks seventh in nation
Shawnee County Parks + Recreation was pleased to host 16 sites for Topeka and Shawnee County’s National Night Out celebration that turned out to be the seventh largest in the nation. Multiple groups including the Safe Streets Coalition, Topeka Police
Department, Shawnee County Sheriff’s Office, neighborhood associations and Shawnee County Parks + Recreation took part in
the event which featured picnics, games, horseback rides, prize drawings and more. National Night Out helps build strong partnerships between the police and communities to promote crime awareness programs such as Neighborhood Community Watch
groups.

Renovated Charles Sheldon Study opens to public
The Charles Sheldon Study, nestled in the southwest corner of Old Prairie Town’s
1800s village, opened to the public in 2018 just in time for Apple Festival. The
study has been the subject of a restoration effort buoyed by a national Fund Your
Park campaign along with local efforts. The study is the only remaining part of
Rev. Charles Sheldon’s Topeka home, many years after he gained fame for popularizing the phrase, “What Would Jesus Do?”. Sheldon’s book, “In His Steps” has
sold more than 30 million copies and has been translated worldwide.
After delivering a series of sermons based on fictitious characters
encouraged to ask “What Would Jesus Do?” before making any major
decisions in their lives, the Congregationalist minister gained such fame that he
built the study as a refuge to escape inquiring journalists who frequently visited his Topeka home.
When the Central Congregational Church sold its building which housed the Rev. Chales
Sheldon Museum, it donated artifacts to groups including Old Prairie Town to cotinue to
preserve and display the artifacts. The Sheldon Study contains a rolltop desk, typewriter,
bookcase containing Rev. Sheldon’s books, a briefcase, umbrella and more.
To help bring attention to the effort to restore the
Sheldon Study, Topeka native journalist and author
Laird Kelly delivered the address, “Reverend Sheldon and his Christian Newspaper, the Topeka Daily
Capital”. During the presentation at Old Prairie Town,
Kelly covered how Sheldon was allowed to take over
the local newspaper for one week, publishing it “As
Jesus would do”.
While a fictitious newspaper editor in Sheldon’s famous book lost money by refusing to run
certain types of advertisements or stories that conflicted with Christian values, Sheldon’s real life effort to run the newspaper saw circulation
soar from 16,000 to 376,000.
The renovation included a new roof, exterior and interior walls, a new HVAC
system, repairs to the windows and chimney and an ADA accessible ramp.

Crowd funding campaign helps preserve and promote the works of Dr. Charles M. Sheldon
The National Park and Recreation Association chose the renovation of the Charles Sheldon Study as one of only 35 projects
nationwide to benefit from a Fund Your Park crowd funding campaign. The renovation of the study into a museum is critical
since the Central Congregational Church, which Sheldon once led and whose museum housed his work and artifacts, has
been sold and the museum’s contents must find a new home. Some were
donated to the Topeka Shawnee County Public Library, some were given to the Kansas Historical Society and some were
presented to Old Prairie Town.
The study, initially located in the garden of the Sheldon home, was eventually relocated to Gage Park and then, in 1991, to its
present location at Old Prairie Town.The Parks For All Foundation continues to raise funds for the renovation of the Sheldon
Study. Call 785.251.6885.

Recreation Programs
75,803 people participated in SCP+R Recreational Programs ranging from
fitness/wellness programs to activities aimed at seniors, adults, youth and
preschool aged children. Programs ranged from popular yoga classes to
painting, dance and tumbling for youth, martial arts for youth and adults to
popular seasonal programs such as holiday craft fairs, visits with Santa, a
Moonlight Egg Hunt, a Preschool Track Meet and adaptive programs for
patrons with special needs.

Rec+Roll Van
In 2018, SCP+R introduced the Rec+Roll van to take recreation to the
community. Traveling to 30 local parks and 42 community events, the
van provided outreach to 8,600 people in its first few months of
operation. SCP+R staff driving the van provided pop-up events in parks,
music, games and activities. The van made multiple appearances during
Topeka/Shawnee County’s National Night Out event. Call 785-251-6800
to reserve the van for your event.

Summer Camps
Area youth spent more than 2 million hours in Shawnee County Parks +
Recreation Summer Camps in 2018. SCP+R’s licensed, fun-filled,
educational and interactive summer camps help campers learn new skills,
develop friendships and have an exciting summer.
Highlights in 2018 contracting with Play-Well TEKnologies to instruct
campers to apply concepts in physics, engineering and architecture using
LEGO (registration mark) materials, the Topeka Shawnee County Public
Library conducting a summer reading program and book discussion followed
by a craft pertaining to the book, Topeka Community Cycle Project doing a
program on bike safety and two all-camp field days.
Regular camp activities ranged from archery and canoeing to field trips including Kansas Children’s Discovery Center, Sky Zone,
Going Bonkers, Gage Bowl, Sk8Away, SCP+R Aquatic facilities and trail hikes.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Back to Nature (Big Gage Shelter House) – 1,673 campers
Camp Connections North (Shawnee North Community
Center) – 839 campers
Passport to Adventure (Crestview Shelter House) – 752 campers
Camp Connections Lake (Lake Shawnee Recreation Building) – 483
campers
Cool Summer (Garfield Shelter House) -- 858
Fun Zone (Oakland Community Center with transportation from
Central Park) – 1,282
Civitan (Gage Park) – 833 campers

Outdoor Adventures
Aquatics
2018 saw significant improvements to Hillcrest Pool as well as improvements to
Blaisdell Family Aquatic Center.
Hillcrest Pool, once the City of Topeka’s original aquatic center, underwent renovations including new exterior fencing, replacement of concrete, new doors on the bath
house, new LED lighting, new benches and a sound system in the locker rooms,
a new Aqua Zip’n feature to replace the old water slide and a new canoe slide to
replace the outdated frog slide. Hillcrest Pool drew 2,300 patrons.

Blaisdell Family Aquatic Center drew 19,174 patrons. The center took on a
staff-inspired “ice-age” theme with a new mural courtesy of ArtsConnect, the
family slide was repainted and the bucket feature was repainted with the ice age
theme. Restrooms were renovated and several areas of the concrete pool basin
were replaced. The pool will be repainted for 2019.
Shawnee North Family Aquatic Center remained the most popular swimming
facility, drawing 39,424 patrons – an increase of more than 4,500 over 2017..
The facility features a three-pool design with the popular lazy river feature. Water
walking classes in the lazy river remained popular.
Midwest Health Aquatic Center drew 22,690 patrons in its second full year of
operation. The facility features 35-foot high water slides, a zip line, a bow-tie
wave pool, a children’s pool, a vortex pool and water basketball and volleyball. An
additional shade structure will be added for 2019. Water aerobics classes in the
bow-tie wave pool remained popular.
Garfield Pool drew 9,267 patrons. Oakland Pool drew 3,002. Rossville Pool drew
4,380 patrons. A shade structure will be added in 2019 and the basketball goal will
be replaced. Hillcrest Pool drew 2,300 patrons.
The Dornwood Spray Park remained very popular with families in addition to Jackson Spray Park.

Gage Park mini-train and carousel
The classic childhood parks and recreation memory
is a ride on the Gage Park mini-train or carousel. The
mini-train ran for its 51st year in 2018 with 68,004
patrons enjoying a leisurely ride through the park with
the train engineer giving the history of various sections
of the park as the train runs its route. Built in 1908, the
old-fashioned carousel made memories for 17,412 riders who enjoyed the painted horses, ornate carriages
and classic paintings around the carousel along with a
view of the Von Rohr Victorian Gardens.

Volunteers
Volunteers contributed more than $1.14 million in time and talent to Shawnee County Parks + Recreation in 2018. Their efforts
equal the effort of nearly 25 full-time staff members. Vounteers helped stage and staff events from Tulip Time, Tulip Time Festival
at the Lake and Tulips at Twilight to the Apple Festival and Outdoor Kansas for Kids Day. They planted gardens, cleaned parks,
built and maintained trails and helped create lifetime memories for youth by coaching sports teams.

Value of volunteer work in 2018:
$1,147,446.62

(based on a formula from the Independent Sector)

$1,147,446.62 =
•

24.75 full-time employees

•

990 hours each week

•

3,961 hours per month

47,533 Volunteer Hours
Adopt-a-Park 			

1,545.75 hours

Recreation 			

1,986.95 hours

Parks/Gardens 		

8,741.5 hours

Coaches 			

5,654 hours

Dornwood Topeka Baseball 19,605 hours
and Softball Association 		

Sports

Bringing a popular softball complex up to championship play standards, replacing the turf on the multi-purpose field at
Bettis Sports Complex and approval to add artificial turf infields at the Lake Shawnee Girls Softball complex highlight advances
in Sports.
Rueger Softball Complex fields have been regraded and baselines have been extended to 70-feet to accommodate national
tournament play. Rueger has a long history as a high-quality softball complex and is home to much of Shawnee County Parks +
Recreation’s adult softball league activity. Other upgrades to the complex include new scoreboards, painting the building/gazebo,
new netting, pouring new concrete and adding new gates as well as a lean-to storage structure.
Approval was given in 2018 to replace the artificial turf on the multi-purpose field at Bettis Family Sports Complex. The field is
home to Shawnee Heights High School soccer, numerous soccer camps and adult flag football leagues. The present field is
nearly nine-years-old. The average life-expectancy for artificial turf is seven-to-eight years.
Lake Shawnee Girls Softball Complex is home to SCP+R softball
leagues, Shawnee Heights High School softball and numerous weekend tournaments. Ag lime surfaces were added to fields the past two
years to greatly reduce the number of rainouts. County approval was
given in 2018 to add artificial turf infields to the softball complex to
bring the fields up to the level of Bettis Sports Complex.

Youth Sports by the Numbers

Adult Sports by the Numbers
• 402 volleyball teams
• 356 slow pitch softball teams
• 85 basketball teams
• 9 baseball, seven soccer and 6 football teams

• 230 adult and youth sports leagues
• 800,000 athletes in leagues and tournaments
• 1,000 volunteer coaches
• 1,000 soccer and flag football league participants
• 560 T-Ball and machine pitch participants
• 400 volleyball participants
• 350 basketball participants
• 2,250 participants sponsored by associations such as
Shawnee County Amateur Baseball Association, Lake
Shawnee Girls Softball Association, and Topeka Baseball
and Softball Association

*Shawnee County Parks + Recreation’s scholarship program ensures that every child has an opportunity to participate.

Awards and Accolades
National Association of County Park and Recreation Officials
Outstanding Volunteer Award – Jim Martin, SCP+R Advisory Board

Kansas Recreation and Park Association
Distinguished Fellow – John E. Knight, SCP+R director
Distinguished Volunteer – Jim Martin, SCP+R Advisory Board
Distinguished New Professional – Ashley Gilfillan, SCP+R recreation leader
• Olivia Mayer, SCP+R Professional Development and Services superintendent, was named president-elect of the

Kansas Recreation and Park Association Board of Directors.

• John Bell, recreation leader at Old Prairie Town, was named to Emporia State University’s Health, Physical
Education and Recreation Department’s Hall of Fame based on his career’s work with Shawnee County
Parks + Recreation.
• ArrivaLIST named Lake Shawnee one of the 11 Most Visited Places in Kansas based on tourist data.
• Trip Advisor included Ward-Meade Historical Site in an online article on the 25 Best Weekend Getaways [in
Kansas] for Families With Kids.

Best of Topeka contest sponsored by the Topeka Capital-Journal
Best Family Entertainment:			 Best Free Entertainment: 		
Gage Park – First runner-up				
			

Gage Park, Lake Shawnee – First runner-up

Old Prairie Town – First runner-up			
		

Lake Shawnee – Best of Topeka

Best Local Historical Site:			 Best Place for Reception/Event:		
Best Place to have a Birthday: 			

Best Place to take an Out of Towner:

Gage Park – Best of Topeka				
Lake Shawnee/Ted Ensley Gardens – Second runner-up
		
Best Golf Course: 				
Lake Shawnee, Cypress Ridge – Second runner-up (Lake Shawnee)

Best Park: 					

Gage Park – Best of Topeka; Lake Shawnee – First runner-up;
Ward-Mead – Second runner-up

Best Place to Exercise: 			
Lake Shawnee – Second runner-up

Editors Choice:
Best Free Entertainment: 		 Best Place to Exercise:
Shawnee County Trails				

Shawnee North Community Center

Financials
Funding for parks and recreation is a combination of public and private dollars plus user fees. As we work with a
limited supply of tax dollars, our Master Plan calls for making the best use of our available funds and developing
new and innovative means of sustaining our park facilities and programs.
We have instituted the revenue revolving funds outlined in this report to help relieve the burden on taxpayers.
We will continue to move more of our operations into revenue revolving funds as they are able to operate on the
revenue they generate without outside funding. Through the Parks For All Foundation (formerly the Shawnee
County Parks and Recreation Foundation), we continue to seek major gifts to help sustain our parks and facilities
in first-class condition for future generations.
The chart below illustrates the percentage of Shawnee County’s budget that is dedicated to county services
including parks and recreation. (Note: The Kansas Expocentre is not a part of Shawnee County
Parks + Recreation.)

