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Program Guidelines
Shawnee County Parks & Recreation Adopt an Island Program provides opportunities for companies, civic groups, institutions and individuals to adopt a Shawnee County Parks & Recreation traffic island.
Shawnee County Parks & Recreation maintains a list of islands available for adoption and assigns spaces on a first-come, first-served basis with prior year participants given first right to "re-adopt" the same space.
Contact John Bell, Parks Superintendent at (785) 251-6814 or john.bell@snco.us to review options, discuss ideas and submit an application.
Details
This provides Adopters the opportunity for hands-on beautification. This could range from weeding and litter control to more extensive efforts such as the planting of flowers. Once adopted, applicants agree to create a simple landscape plan, monitor their public space and maintain it throughout the season as outlined below. Plantings need not be elaborate but should create an appealing natural element. Participants will need to utilize high impact/low maintenance plant material.
Next steps, Adopters will:
· Identify an available site to enhance and consider the type of purposeful improvements.
· Create a landscape plan using high impact/low maintenance plant material. 
· Install according to plan or contract with landscape company to do so. (Parks & Recreation Staff may provide plant material not to exceed $150 per year and deliver to island)
· Install any plantings by the end of May, maintain the bed until the first frost in October and clean up prior to winter months.
· Utilize only natural materials; plastic, silk or other imitation plants, flowers or materials will be removed immediately.
· Check for watering, litter removal and plant replacement as needed.
· Maintenance includes trash removal, weeding, watering, mulching where applicable.
· Where they might interfere with traffic safety, plants cannot exceed 24 inches in height or spread onto the roadway as they grow, or in any way obscure the visibility of passing drivers, cyclists or pedestrians.

In return Shawnee County Parks & Recreation will:
· Provide and install an "Adopt an Island" sign recognizing the Adopter's efforts (no other signs or signage will be allowed on an island or close cluster of islands).
· Provide mulch or landscape rock at the where applicable to be placed by adopters.
· Provide pickup of yard waste bags for end of season cleanup.
Application Process:
· Complete an Adopt-an-Island Application accompanied by a proposed landscape plan, work plan with list of plantings, and three-year maintenance schedule.
· Completed Applications to be submitted to: Shawnee County Parks & Recreation.
· Upon approval by the County, the Adopter will maintain the island for a period of three years. If maintenance ceases for any reason, the plant material will be removed and the island will be returned to greenspace. The County will inspect the work upon completion and periodically thereafter to ensure proper maintenance of the island.
· Renewal of the Adopt-An-Island is at the discretion of the County and will be considered 30 days prior to the conclusion of existing Agreement.
Planting Guidelines:
· Use plants that tolerate dry, poor soil and require less water than most, with a minimum amount of maintenance, limited susceptibility to insect, disease infestation, and tolerance to salt exposure are desirable traits.
· Use peat moss, manures, or other organic matter as soil amendments to improve soil structure and increase water-retentive properties of soils.
· The County encourages the use of native plantings when and where possible to reduce storm water runoff and create natural habitats for pollinators and other wildlife.
· Limit use of fertilizers to avoid over-stimulating plant growth which in turn increases water requirements.
· Employ proper watering practices especially during establishment period.
· Ultimate height of shrubs to be no greater than 2 feet
· Proper roadway sight distances in accordance with American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) must be maintained.




ADOPT-AN-ISLAND APPLICATION
Names: _________________________________________________
Organization (If Needed): ___________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
Phone Numbers: __________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________
Island Location/Designation: ________________________________
Please include the following information with application:
1. Sketch of location and depict arrangement of plantings
2. A Work Plan with List of proposed plantings
3. Three-year maintenance schedule (See Example below)
If approved, the Adopter agrees to the following conditions:
· The Adopter agrees to make all such improvements to the island as proposed and approved by Shawnee County staff.
· The Adopter agrees to maintain all island vegetation for a minimum of 3 years after date of signed agreement.
· All work shall be in conformance with any and all landscape specifications as prescribed by the Shawnee County staff.
· Shawnee County Parks & Recreation shall have overall supervision of the work described.
· No changes in the scope of work proposed may be made without prior approval of the Shawnee County staff.
· The County shall not assume any liability in connection with said tract of land.
· The County reserves the right to terminate this Agreement at any time.
· The name on the Sign will be approved at the discretion of the Shawnee County.
· The Adopter accepts that the work shall be performed on an island in the middle of the road and further understands and agrees that the County has no responsibility to provide additional traffic control to the Adopter.

Applicant Signature__________________________________ Date_____________

Approved by John Bell, Parks Superintendent__________________ Date_____________
Adopt An Island 3 Year Maintenance Schedule (Example)
Year 1
· May -- Have plantings installed prior to the end of the month, add mulch as needed.
· June -- Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, remove litter.
· July - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, add mulch as needed.
· August - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, remove litter.
· September - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area.
· October - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, add mulch as needed, remove any diseased/dead vegetation, remove leaves, remove litter.
· November - de-weed planting area, remove any diseased/dead vegetation, remove leaves, trim grasses/bushes.
Year 2
· May -- Have plantings installed prior to the end of the month. Install new planting items per specifications, add mulch as needed.
· June -- Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, remove litter.
· July - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, add mulch as needed.
· August - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, remove litter.
· September - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area.
· October - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, add mulch as needed. Remove any diseased/dead vegetation, remove leaves, remove litter.
· November - de-weed planting area, add mulch as needed, remove any diseased/dead vegetation, remove leaves, trim grasses/bushes
Year 3
· May -- Have plantings installed prior to the end of the month. Install new planting items per specifications, add mulch as needed.
· June -- Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, remove litter.
· July - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, add mulch as needed.
· August - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, remove litter.
· September - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area.
· October - Water as necessary, de-weed planting area, add mulch as needed. Remove any diseased/dead vegetation, remove leaves, remove litter.
· November - de-weed planting area, add mulch as needed, remove any diseased/dead vegetation, remove leaves, trim grasses/bushes

